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Objectives:

1. Identify some important ‘do’s and don’ts’ of radiology 
ordering and requisitions.

2. Recognise common pitfalls of miscommunication between 
clinicians and radiologists.



Role of the Clinician:

Order the Appropriate Test
Appropriateness Criteria for a few common studies

Provide the Appropriate Clinical Information
History
Presentation
Differential



Progressive severe non-traumatic back pain. 
On warfarin. 
Occult fracture vs retroperitoneal bleed







Clinical History:

History
a. relevant prior surgeries
b. prior malignancy
c. active conditions and relevant medications

i. does a diagnosis already exist?
ii. Interval treatment?

Presentation
b. Trauma? Localization
c. Symptoms/Signs

Differential



Fall fom ladder
History of Cancer







Neuro (headache)







Lower Extremity 
(knee and hip)



Hip Pain







Report:

• Transient osteopenia. Infection or stress response possible but 
unlinkely

• Follow up XR and MRI recommended





Transient Osteopenia (Osteoporosis)

Symptoms
Pain (often with acute onset)
decreased ROM
Middle aged men (3:1/M:F)
Typically WITHOUT risk factors for AVN

Imaging
lucent
T2 bright
Lacks serpiginous signal of AVN



Hip Pain







Avascular Necrosis
Symptoms

Pain (hip/groing/buttock)
Risk Factors

etOH
smoking
steroids
chemotherapy
vasculitis
hemoglobinopathy

Imaging
Effusion

Sclerotic bands XR
T2 hyperintensity/T1 hypointensity







Degenerative Meniscus



pics of degen vs acute

use knee case below













Lumbar Spine







2 Months of Difficult Swallowing













Foot pain
Rule out stress fracture second metatarsal











75 year old with HTN
Abdominal pain
Bedside US suspicious for AAA





Mid/proximal femur pain/stiffness. 
Worse in morning. 
Mild CRP elevation. 













Abdo Pain
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